




-28- HKN Mu Chapter Annual Report 2008-2009

For one of the Big Fun events, Mu 
Chapter headed out on a pleasant Sat-
urday morning to Codornices park, 
a few blocks north of Berkeley, for a 
picnic. They made filling (not to men-
tion highly nutritious) sandwiches for 
lunch, and then played a variety of dif-
ferent games, including egg toss - which 
for some members turned out to be a 
rather messy, but fun, affair. Everyone 
also enjoyed taking turns sliding down 
the famous stone slide in the park. In 
all, it was a fun and relaxing way to 
spend a Saturday afternoon.

One of Mu chapter’s “Big Fun Events” 
held every semester is the Photo Scaven-
ger Hunt. Officers and candidates divide 
into teams and attempt to solve cryptic 
clues about different locations across the 
Berkeley campus. After a few hours of 
frantic photo-snapping, making funny 
poses and dancing in front of buildings, 
the teams have their photos rated by a 
panel of judges, who award the winning 
team with special prizes. The event is a 
great for bonding as teams work togeth-
er to try and outsmart the other teams.

Picnic

Photo Scavenger Hunt
Social

Teams take photos with the answers to their clues.
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Official Business
Although Mu Chapter holds many 
fun events throughout the year, offi-
cial business remains at the heart of 
Mu Chapter’s function. Officers and 
members use official meetings not 
only for organization and planning 
purposes, but also to facilitate com-
munication between the members 
of the Mu Chapter body as a whole.  
The meetings also keep members and 
candidates informed about upcoming 
events and recent acheivements.  Of-
ficial business also includes initiation 
and banquet, where the members of 
Mu Chapter meet with the new initi-
ates and celebrate the conclusion of 
another fun semester.
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Official Business
Retreat

At the beginning of every semester, old and 
new HKN officers alike travel together to a 
location outside of Berkeley for a weekend 
retreat. This event (carefully planned by 
our Activities committee) is filled not only 
with delicious food, exciting activities, lots 
of laughter and heaps of fun, but is also a 
great bonding experience allowing the en-
tire HKN corps to get to know each other 
even better. Bringing homework to retreat 
is strictly forbidden, as the intention is for  
officers to be able to take their minds off 
schoolwork and simply enjoy being in the 
company of fellow HKN members. Every-
one always has a lot of fun playing board 
and console games, chatting into the wee 
hours of the night and arguing with each 
other in the game of Mafia.
This year, the Fall Semester retreat was 
held in the forests of Sugar Pine, while in 
the Spring Semester, keeping with tradi-
tion, retreat was held up near snowy Lake 
Tahoe.
For most students, the start of a new school 
semester is never something to look for-
ward to, but for the officers of Mu Chap-
ter, a new semester means yet another fun 
retreat with our friends in HKN.



-32- HKN Mu Chapter Annual Report 2008-2009

General Meetings
Many Berkeley EECS students are part 
of HKN’s Mu Chapter, but they might 
not get an opportunity to see their fel-
low members. General Meetings (GMs) 
are the one-stop event to do so.  Of-
ficers, members and candidates  alike 
congregate monthly to discuss agenda, 
events and to simply socialize.  In each 
meeting, the vice-president addresses 
the entire chapter while also recapping 
past events.  Candidates often ask for 
challenges from officers while members 
stop by to meet the potential new mem-
bers.  Of course, everyone also enjoys 
the free dinner that is always provided.
In all, general meetings have been, and 
continue to be, can’t-miss events.

Officer Meetings
Official Business
Officer meetings are held on a weekly 
basis and are where different upcom-
ing Mu Chapter events are announced, 
important issues are discussed and new, 
exciting ideas are come up with. Officer 
meetings also provide a chance for dif-
ferent committees to coordinate with 
each other, and in general, keep the of-
ficer core and updated with the latest in 
the operations of Mu Chapter HKN.

Candidates and officers socialize and enjoy food(top), Of-
ficer Hisham presents at a General Meeting (bottom).

Officers Ryan and Shervin discuss some of the ideas they 
have for an upcoming event at a weekly Officers Meeting
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Official Business
At the end of each semester, Mu 
Chapter conducts an initiation cer-
emony to officially induct and wel-
come new members into HKN. Each 
new member is awarded a certificate 
of their membership in HKN and 
after a round of congratulations and 
photos, everyone heads to an upscale 
resturant in San Francisco, where new 
members are welcomed to the HKN 
family through a formal banquet.
Banquet is the culminating event of 
the semester. It is a fun and highly-
enjoyed event. Awards are given to 
officers and candidates recognizing 
their contributions and achievements 
during the semester. The highlight of 
banquet is undoubtedly the semes-
ter slideshow produced by the Bridge 
Committee, filled with funny footage 
and photos from events throughout 
the semester. Fall Banquet this year 
was held at an Italian restaurant, Il 
Fornaio, while Spring Banquet was 
held at a seafood restaurant, McCor-
mick’s in Ghiradelli Square near the 
San Francisco waterfront.

Initiation & Banquet
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Official Business
Officer Elections &
Midnight Meeting

Each semester, officer elections are 
held, the day after initiation, to de-
termine the new officer corps for the 
following semester. The election pro-
cess usually takes about 6-8 hours to 
complete, with heated debate and dis-
cussion over who would make the best 
officer for each of the positions. Mem-
bers running for a position explain 
how they can contribute to and help 
improve the committee they want to 
be elected to. The result of the election 
is an officer corps that is highly dedi-
cated to serving the EECS community 
and active within HKN.
As an example of the Mu Chapter of-
ficer corps’ dedication to the society, 
all officers attend the Midnight Meet-
ing held, as the name suggests, at mid-
night, the night after elections. At the 
Midnight Meeting, new officers are 
introduced to continuing officers and 
together they reflect on the past se-
mester and contribute ideas for mak-
ing the upcoming semester an even 
better one.

Closed door elections are held at the end of every semester, 
typically in Room 306 Soda Hall (top); Officers Padmini 
and Simran enjoy late night snacks at the midnight meet-

ing (middle); New and old officers discuss their ideas for the 
upcoming semester (bottom).
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2008 - 2009 Initiates
Christopher Berner Theron Ji Pranthik Samal

Pu-Sen Chao Jonathan Kotker Tal Shprecher
Simran Chaudhry Eric Lam Christopher Sutardja

Long Chen Saung Li Benjamin Sutu
Justin Chu Zhenyu Li Sean Tai

Marco Cusumano-Towner Wayne Lin Chongxuan Tang
Richard Dorrance Xingyan Liu Anthony Tran

Clifford Engle Chen Lu Chongyang Wang
Spencer Fang Jonathan Lu Zi Wang

Hon Fung Uyen Nguyen Richard Xia
Alex Guo Haruki Oh Xiaohan Yan

Conor Hughes Padmini Pyapali Yunlin Zhang
James Ide Stephanie Ren

Fall 2008

Spring 2009
Kristopher Adler Charlie Hsu Akhil Naini
Sandeep Alluri Ai Jiang Huy Nguyen
Ibrahim Awwal Cesario Julaton Ryosuke Niwa
Michael Cao Albert Kim Parmpreet Sandhu
Arvind Chari Sara LaVigna Eui Chul Shin

Anthony Chen Andrew Lee Xipeng Sui
Derrick Cheng Cooper Levy Long Wei

Tony Dear Tom Liao Byron Wong
Nam Do Eugene Ma Jia Wu

Victor Fan Thomas Magrino Edmund Ye
Wesley Hart Ryan Mak
Guannan He Michael Matloob
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Officer Corps
Office Fall 2008 Spring 2009
President Nir Ackner Brian Kim
Vice President Aimee Moriwaki Shervin Javdani
Treasurer Alan Wu Suraj Gowda
Corresponding Secretary Keaton Mowery Keaton Mowery
Recording Secretary Chris Lay Ryan Zheng
Bridge Correspondent Kevin Lim Kevin Lim
Bridge Correspondent Paul Pearce George Chen
Bridge Correspondent Matthew Ekstrand-Abueg Conor Hughes
Bridge Correspondent Brandon Myers Alex Guo
Department Relations Hisham Zarka Judy Hoffman
Publicity Jerry Zhang

Wayne Lin
Publicity Simran Chaudhry
Exam Files Gilbert Chou Saung Li
Industrial Relations David Wong David Wong
Industrial Relations Ashish Chaudhari Justin Chu
Industrial Relations Ingrid Liu Zi Wang
Industrial Relations Shervin Javdani Siddharth Dangi
Activities Judy Hoffman Ingrid Liu
Activities Siddharth Dangi Adit Dalvi
Activities Brian Kim Richard Dorrance
Computing Services Ryan Zheng Gilbert Chou
Computing Services Jinghao Yan Richard Xia
Computing Services Arjun Singh Arjun Singh
Student Relations George Chen Christopher Sutardja
Student Relations Min Xu Clifford Engle
Alumni Relations Sandy Wiraatmadja Suhaas Prasad
Tutoring David Zeng David Zeng
Tutoring Michael Tao Padmini Pyapali
Tutoring Suraj Gowda Jonathan Kotker
Faculty Advisor Anant Sahai Anant Sahai
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Calendar of Events
SEPTEMBER 2008
9/2 New Student Reception
9/3 Member's Ben & Jerry's
9/4 Engineering Mixer
9/5 Officer Retreat
9/9 Graduate School Workshop
9/10 Google Lightning Talks
9/11 Microsoft Office Hours
9/11 Why Go to Grad School?
9/12 Microsoft Rock Climbing
9/15 Citadel Infosession
9/20 Member's Potluck
9/24 EECS Career Fair
9/24 Candidate Meeting
9/25 EECS Theater
9/26 Ice Cream Social
9/30 National Instruments Infosession
OCTOBER 2008
10/2 VMWare Infosession
10/3 Alumni Broomball
10/5 Big C Hike
10/6 HKN vs. IEEE Ping-Pong
10/7 General Meeting 1
10/8 Pelago Infosession
10/8 Fenton's
10/9 Bowling with Qualcomm
10/12 Blue Angels
10/16 Palantir Interview Workshop
10/17 Rock Climbing
10/18 Photo Scavenger Hunt
10/22 HKN Peer Advising
10/22 Quia Infosession
10/23 Game Night
10/25 Sausal Creek Restoration
10/27 MIT Labs Infosession
10/30 General Meeting 2
10/30 Pumpkin Carving
NOVEMBER 2008
11/3 Movie Night
11/5 Department Bakeoff
11/7 Alumni Appreciation Dinner
11/8 Renew the Zoo
11/11 UPE Minigolf
11/12 General Meeting 3
11/14 Engineering Sports Night
11/15 Picnic
11/16 Beach Bonfire
11/17 Qualcomm Tech Talk
11/18 Interview Prep Workshop
11/19 Department Bakeoff 2
11/20 Sushi Night
11/21 HKN/UPE/CSUA Joint Game Night
11/21 Lunch with the President

Outreach               Social               Service               Official Business

11/23 Paintball
11/24 Crafts Night
11/25 Packet Turn-In + Root Beer Floats
DECEMBER 2008
12/6 Initiation + Banquet
12/7 Elections
12/14 Study + "De-stress" day
FEBRUARY 2009
2/2 MIT Lincoln Labs Infoession
2/3 Agilent Infosession
2/3 Member's Ben & Jerry's
2/8 Member's Potluck
2/20 Member's Rock Climbing
2/21 Engineering for Kids
2/23 Candidate Meeting
2/26 Member's Pizza Night with Qualcomm
2/27 Gelato Night
2/28 Sports Day
MARCH 2009
3/3 General Meeting 1
3/5 HKN Coding Competition
3/6 Game Night
3/7 Capture the flag with AIChE
3/8 Beach Bonfire
3/10 HKN Startup Fair
3/14 Photo Scavenger Hunt
3/15 Intersociety Paintball
3/16 Bowling
3/18 Faces of EECS
3/31 General Meeting 2

APRIL 2009
4/2 Staff Appreciation Bakeoff
4/4 HKN Olympics
4/6 Fenton's
4/8 Sushi + Origami Night
4/11 Eggster
4/11 Alumni Broomball
4/15 Crafts Night
4/17 Engineering Sports Night
4/18 Cal Day
4/19 Ice Skating
4/20 General Meeting 3
4/22 Alumni Appreciation Dinner
4/24 Board Game Night
4/25 Food Fight!
4/26 Eastshore State Park Wildlife Restoration
4/28 Poker and Cards Night
4/30 Hike to the Big C
MAY 2009
5/1 Packet Turnin + Root Beer Floats
5/9 Initiation + Banquet
5/10 Elections
5/16 Study + "De-stress" day
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Chapter Timesheet
EVENTS Work Hours Fun Hours New/Continuing Semester

SERVICE
Blue Angels 70 10 New Fall
Cal Day Tours 30 0 Continuing Spring
Course Surveys 250 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
Easter Eggster 60 10 New Spring
Engineering for Kids 60 20 Continuing Spring
Faces of EECS Research 15 0 Continuing Spring
Food Runs 20 10 Continuing Fall/Spring
Grad Student Workshops 32 0 New Spring
Interview/Resume Preparation 24 0 Continuing Fall
Peer Advising 20 0 Continuing Fall
Renew The Zoo 60 40 Continuing Fall
Staff Appreciation Bakeoff 60 40 Continuing Fall/Spring
Tutoring 1800 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
Wildlife Restorations 180 20 Continuing Fall/Spring
Total Service 2681 150

OUTREACH
Alumni Appreciation Dinner 15 120 Continuing Fall/Spring
Alumni Broomball 6 240 Continuing Fall/Spring
Beach Bonfire 10 150 Continuing Fall/Spring
Capture the Flag with AIChE 0 66 New Spring
Career Fairs 125 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
EECS Theater 8 20 New Fall
Engineering Sports Night 3 30 Continuing Fall/Spring
HKN Coding Competition 12 0 New Spring
HKN vs. IEEE Ping Pong 4 24 New Fall
Industry Tech-talks, Office Hours, 
and Socials

16 220 Continuing Fall/Spring

Infosessions 250 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
Kips' Engineering Mixer 5 60 New Fall
Mini Golf with UPE 4 64 Continuing Fall
New Student Reception 10 4 New Fall
Total Outreach 468 998

SOCIAL
Big C Hike 1 50 Continuing Fall/Spring
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Chapter Timesheet
EVENTS Work Hours Fun Hours New/Continuing Semester

Board Game Night 1 30 Continuing Fall/Spring
Bowling 2 60 Continuing Fall/Spring
Crafts Nights 3 36 Continuing Fall/Spring
ESports Nights 9 150 Continuing Fall/Spring
Fenton's 3 200 Continuing Fall/Spring
Gelato Night 1 45 Continuing Fall/Spring
HKN Olympics 3 100 New Spring
Ice Skating 2 20 Continuing Fall/Spring
Members' Ben and Jerry's 1 60 Continuing Fall/Spring
Members' Potlucks 50 100 Continuing Fall/Spring
Movie Night 1 33 New Fall/Spring
Paintball 6 180 Continuing Fall/Spring
Photo Scavenger Hunts 7 480 Continuing Fall/Spring
Picnic 3 100 New Fall
Poker Night 1 45 New Fall/Spring
Pumpkin Carving 7 30 Continuing Fall
Rock Climbing 6 360 Continuing Fall/Spring
Stress and De-stress Day 2 160 New Fall/Spring
Sushi and Origami Nights 4 40 New Fall/Spring
Total Social 113 2279

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Annual Report 100 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
Candidate Conversations 24 24 Continuing Fall/Spring
Candidate Meeting 60 90 Continuing Fall/Spring
Elections + Midnight Meeting 570 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
Executive Meetings 300 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
General Meetings 60 660 Continuing Fall/Spring
Initiation + Banquet 70 280 Continuing Fall/Spring
Officer Meetings 750 0 Continuing Fall/Spring
Officer Retreats 24 4800 Continuing Fall/Spring
Total Official Business 1958 5854

Total Hours 5220 9281
Grand Total 14501
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Credits
Design and Production

Fall 2009 Bridge Committee
Anthony Chen

Wayne Lin
Thomas Magrino
Michael Matloob
Nandan Sridhar

Photography

Fall 2008  & Spring 2009 Bridge Committees
Matthew Ekstrand-Abueg George Chen

Kevin Lim Alex Guo
Brandon Myers Conor Hughes

Paul Pearce Kevin Lim

Proofreading

The Fall 2009 HKN Mu Chapter Officer Corps
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